
A third-generation Mason,
John R. Boyce, II
believes that his deep

connections to the fraternity –
along with the outstanding care
his late grandmother, Margaret
Boyce, received at Masonicare
Health Center – inspired him to
include a generous bequest to
The Masonic Charity Foundation
of Connecticut in his estate plan.

Already a supporter of the
Masonicare Annual Appeal and
Holiday Appeal, John made a
provision in his Will that The
Foundation will receive a sig-
nificant portion of his estate. By
including The Foundation in his
long-term financial plans, John
made an important commitment
to support the programs and
services of Masonicare.

“Masonicare,” John says,
“takes care of our parents and
grandparents, and they do it so
darn well. My grandmother was
at Masonicare Health Center
when it was still known as the
Masonic Home. Whenever I go
down to the Health Center now,
I’m so happy to see the care that
residents are receiving. If we
don’t do these things for them,
who will? I hope that by giving
to The Foundation, I can help
make someone’s life a little bit
easier.”

A charitable bequest to The
Foundation can be structured in
several ways. Although John

chose to leave a fixed percentage
of his estate to The Foundation, it
is also possible to leave a specific
amount of money (a Pecuniary
Bequest) or direct that The Foun-
dation receive all or a portion of
one’s residual estate after all
other costs and bequests have
been met (a Residuary Bequest).

No matter how one chooses
to leave a legacy to The
Foundation, donors should feel
confident that their gifts will
greatly benefit the residents and
patients of Masonicare, the
leading non-profit provider of
healthcare and retirement living
for seniors in Connecticut.

John Boyce Remembers The Foundation in His Will
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John Boyce at home with the grandfather clock he handcrafted

“I’m so happy to see the
care that residents are
receiving. If we don’t do
these things for them, who
will? I hope that by giving
to The Foundation,I can
help make someone’s life
a little bit easier.”

-- John Boyce
Benefactor
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Bill and Ottilie Bulakites Join the Charitable Gift Annuity Family

For Masonicare at Ashlar
Village residents Bill and
Ottilie Bulakites, a chari-

table gift annuity through The
Masonic Charity Foundation of
Connecticut represented both a
meaningful way to support the
work of Masonicare and preserve
their future financial well-being.

Bill is a Mason belonging to
Ashlar Lodge No. 332 in Walling-
ford and Ottilie is a member of the
Order of the Eastern Star, Marie
Lafayette Chapter No. 111, so they
have long been familiar with Mas-
onicare and its mission to provide
quality healthcare to seniors. But
in speaking with the Bulakites, one
senses that their gift, like so many
others, was inspired by something
more personal.

“We had friends who directly
benefitted from The Masonic
Charity Foundation,” Ottilie
explains. “There were two former
Ashlar Village residents who had
to move to the Ramage building at
Masonicare Health Center, and
another who lived at Lockwood

Lodge, the
assisted living
facility at Mas-
onicare at New-
town. They told
me their lives
were made more
comfortableby
services funded
by The Foun-
dation.”

A charitable gift annuity (CGA)
is a simple contract between the
donor and The Foundation. In
exchange for an irrevocable gift of
cash or securities, The Foundation
provides the donor with a fixed
income for life at a highly com-
petitive rate as well as a charitable
deduction for income tax purposes.
In addition, a portion of each
annuity ultimately provides impor-
tant charitable support to residents
and patients of Masonicare.

Annuities can be single-life or
two-life contracts, and annuity
rates are based upon the age(s) of
the annuitant(s) at the time the gift
is made. (For current CGArates,
please see the chart at right)

Already longtime supporters of
the Masonicare Annual Appeal
and various fundraising events of
The Foundation, the Bulakites
found the annuity rates offered by
The Foundation to be very
attractive and subsequently chose
to fund a two-life gift annuity.

“It was very easy to do,” Bill
says, “and we were able to take an

income tax deduction.”
This is the second marriage for

both Bill and Ottilie, who met at a
Yale football game in 1990. They
will celebrate their 20th wedding
anniversary on October 26, the
same day that Bill enlisted in the
Armed Forces in 1940.

“He wanted to be sure,” Ottilie
says, laughing, “that he’d never
forget our anniversary.”

The Bulakites moved from
their home in Westport to a villa at
Ashlar Village in 2006.

“We looked at Ashlar Village,
but then visited some other places
just for comparison,” Ottilie
recalls. “What we found is that
there is no comparison. We like
having access to Masonicare’s
continuum of care. And our
children, who live far away, don’t
have to worry about us.”

American Council
on Gift Annuities

Current Gift Annuity Rates

Single Life
Age Rate
65 5.5%
75 6.4%
85 8.1%
90 and Over 9.5%

Two Lives 
JOINT AND SURVIV OR

Ages Rate
65 - 65 5.1%
70 - 70 5.4%
80 - 80 6.3%
90 - 90 8.3%

To receive a personalized sample annuity illustration, please contact 
The Masonic Charity Foundation at 800-562-3952 or return the enclosed reply card.

Bill and Ottilie Bulakites
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Celebrating the Generosity of Foundation Donors
The 2010 Benefactor Luncheon . . .

I n October, The Masonic Charity
Foundation of Connecticut held
its annual Benefactor Luncheon

and Awards Ceremony to honor the
newest members of the Baldwin
Society and the Cleaveland Society.

The Baldwin Society is com-
prised of generous individuals and
organizations that have contributed
$10,000 or more to The Found-
ation’s Endowment Fund over a
twelve-month period.

The Cleaveland Society was
founded in recognition of the
individuals and organizations that
have made unrestricted contri-
butions of $10,000 or more in a
twelve-month period.

The Foundation is grateful to
the following for their support of
Masonicare in fiscal year 2010:

New and Renewing Cleaveland
Society Members

L. Ernest Barteaux, Jr. and 
Marshall V. Fogelmark 

Estate of Raymond J. Blanchet 

Bill and Ottilie Bulakites 

Eastern Star Charity Foundation of
Connecticut, Inc.

Marie Feldman    

Robert L. Gallager “in memory of
my little Margie”

Grand Lodge of Connecticut, A.F.
and A.M.

Ferdinand and Dorothy Hartog

Estate of Robert C. Hector

Estate of William H. Hull 

Trust of Alfred G. Jarvis

Trust of Beulah M. Jarvis

Trust of Jeanne S. Jones

Trust of Howard and Elizabeth
May

Stephen B. and Nancy R.
McPherson

Estate of Ida C. Munsell 

Estate of Barbara S. Place 

John G. Radeach  

Estate of Charles T. Scovill 

Walter and Jane Serbent 

Mildred J. Specht (Mrs. Henry
E.M.)

Arthur R. Tinsz

Mr. and Mrs. David C. Toomey

Franco and Jean Ventriglia 

Estate of Alvin W. Von Frisch 

Estate of Oscar R. Wahlgren 

Estate of Dorothy H. Warner

New and Renewing Baldwin
Society Members

Estate of Leonard J. Bayliss

John R. Boyce II

Kenneth and Ruth Duncan

Clif ford C. and Nathalie N.
Gilmond

Estate of John A. Horobchuk

Trust of Edythe M. Knapp (Mrs.
Henry H.)

Joseph S. and Jane S. Misencik

John W. Normington

Estate of Gertrude S. Racine

On The Levelis a publication of The Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticut, 22 Masonic Avenue, PO Box 70,
Wallingford, CT06492. Telephone: 800-562-3952 or 203-679-5555.

Robert L. Gallager Mrs. Caroline KranyakJoseph and Jane Misencik



“I hope that my bequest will
inspire others to give,” John says.
“It’ s always good to have a little
bit more money to spend on the
folks who need it.”

A 55-year member of Wyllys-
St. John’s Lodge No. 4 in his
hometown of West Hartford, CT
and a dual member of Valley
Lodge No. 36 in Simsbury, John
spent his entire professional
career at Aetna Life and Casualty
Co. He held a number of
positions with the firm before
retiring in 1992 from the Cor-
porate Security Control Division
as a fraud auditor. His work
required extensive travel, and he
is proud that it took him to all 50
states and most of the Canadian
provinces to complete his inves-
tigations.

In addition to his career at
Aetna, John is also a graduate of
the Connecticut State Police
Academy who spent ten years as
an Auxiliary State Police Officer
assigned to Troop W, Bradley
Airport.

In keeping with a life spent
“on the go,” John still maintains
a full schedule that includes
servingon the Board of Gover-
nors of Shriners Hospitals for
Children in Boston which, along
with The Masonic Charity
Foundation, are the major bene-
ficiaries of his estate.

“I’m taking care of the older
folks,” he says of his philan-
thropic efforts, “and I’m taking
care of the kids.”

Leaving a Legacy to The Masonic Charity
Foundation of Connecticut

The Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticut deeply appreciates
gifts of all kinds. Should you wish to remember The Foundation in

your Will, we encourage you to provide the following bequest
language to your attorney:

“I give, devise, and bequeath all the rest, residue, and remainder of
my estate, or _________% (percentage) of my estate, or $_________
(sum of money) to The Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticut,

Inc., located in Wallingford, CT.” 

Bequests provide important revenue in support of the mission of
Masonicare, enabling us to provide the highest quality healthcare

programs and services to our residents and patients.
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Every day, people from all
walks of life leave charitable
gifts through their Wills. In

doing so, they make a tremendous
difference in the world they leave
behind. Anyone can help, regardless
of the size of their estate, and every
gift has an impact. That’s the
message of LEAVE A LEGACY
CONNECTICUT, a statewide public
awareness campaign encouraging
individuals and their financial
advisors to include charitable gifts in
their estate plans.

The Masonic Charity Foun-
dation’s Executive Director, Jennifer
A. King, serves as volunteer Co-
Chair of LEAVE A LEGACY
CONNECTICUT, and she believes
strongly in its public message.
“Masonicare,” she reflects, “has
evolved into the statewide healthcare
continuum it is today largely through
decades of generous bequests left to
The Masonic Charity Foundation
through donors’wills and trusts.
Encouraging legacy gifts to The
Foundation is of critical importance
to Masonicare’s future.”

To read donor stories like that of
the late Henry and Edythe Knapp,
residents of Masonicare at Ashlar
Village and benefactors of The
Masonic Charity Foundation, please
visit the LEAVE A LEGACY
CONNECTICUTWebsite at
www.leavealegacyct.org. The
Knapps’story can be found by
clicking on the green box on the
right side of the homepage.
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